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freeholders dominate a succession of Parliaments,
which were unable to decide whether 150,000 or
200,000 voters could be safely added to the elec-
toral body.   The remnants of the Peel Faction,
the Conservative Free Traders, fa^etat-major sans
armet, controlled and paralysed Parliaments rather
as the remnants of the Liberal Party have done in
our own day.   The battle raged round person-
alities - the personalities of Palmerston and Dis-
raelL   Unfortunately,   both   personalities   were
equally distasteful to the Peelites, Palmerston for
his jingoism and Disraeli for the brutal energy and
virulent dialectic with which he had destroyed
Peel and raised himself into the vacant leadership.
At any moment after 1846 Gladstone could have
raised himself into office.   It would not have been
difficult to come to terms with the Whigs.   Dis-
raeli twice with great abnegation offered to sur-
render the leadership of the Tories.   After the
death of Peel in 1850, Gladstone nearly con-
trolled the House with his bundle of followers, but
was apparently seized with an inhibition.   He
could destroy Governments but could not form
them, and so became a sort of English Clemen-
ceau.   The situation continued till he quite sud-
denly made the decision he might have made
years before, and joined the Whig Cabinet of
1859, These thirteen years spent searching for a
party fonsr an extraordinary interlude in the
life of a man who seemed made for  office,
and who later in life did indeed appear to